
 

 

  

Report on the Comprehensive Military Value 

and Economic Impact of Department of 

Defense Activities in Colorado 

Prepared by the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 

April 2015 

    
 
 
 
 

 





Comprehensive Military Value and Economic Impact of Department of Defense Activities in Colorado 

1  |  Colorado and DOD Partners in Security and Prosperity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am pleased to share this Abridged Report on the Comprehensive Military Value and 

Economic Impact of Department of Defense Activities in Colorado. Here you will find 

an overview of the role of our state in the necessary and vital work of national security. 

I urge Coloradans from every corner of the state to read this report to see the jobs and 

economic factors that are driven by research, small business contracts, and a host of 

other areas that are not always associated with the Department of Defense. 

Governor John W. Hickenlooper 

 

This report provides a unique insight into many of the aspects of the Department of 

Defense that reside in Colorado. This report quantifies service, not only in terms of the 

service members, civilians, and contractors who work to advance our national security, 

but also in terms of what Colorado has done to provide the infrastructure and 

transportation necessary for mutual success. I hope that you will take the time to review 

the information that has been compiled here. Use it as a reference and a roadmap for 

improving the ways in which we protect those we hold dear.  

Major General H. Michael Edwards 

Adjutant General of Colorado 
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Purpose 

The purpose of this Report is to share with the reader a better understanding of 

the defense enterprise in Colorado, its vital role supporting key national 

security objectives, and the part it plays in the lives of all Coloradans. Please 

see the Unabridged Report for a more detailed explanation regarding the 

information provided in this summary. 
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Map of Seven Major Installations 

Coloradoôs seven major military installations are noted by yellow circles depicted in the 

inset of this map. Several key points emerge from this constellation of bases. 

They all enjoy robust ground transportation networks for movement of military, civilian 

and contractor personnel to and from the installation. 

The proximity of the bases to each other fosters effective shared mission operations and 

joint training. 

The multitude of commercial and military airports serving the Front Range promote 

international movement of military members and the high-technology industrial work 

force associated with enterprises satisfying Department of Defense needs. 
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Measuring Military Value 

Coloradoôs military value to the Department of Defense is reflected in the 

extent to which installations, units and assigned missions contribute to 

successfully achieving national security objectives. The Department of 

Defense recognizes ten strategic mission areas for which the nation needs 

organized, trained and equipped armed services: 

ƴ Counter terrorism and irregular warfare 

ƴ Deter and defeat aggression 

ƴ Project power despite anti-access/area denial challenges 

ƴ Counter weapons of mass destruction  

ƴ Operate effectively in cyberspace and space 

ƴ Maintain a safe, secure, and effective nuclear deterrent 

ƴ Defend the homeland and provide support to civil authorities 

ƴ Provide a stabilizing presence 

ƴ Conduct stability and counterinsurgency operations 

ƴ Conduct humanitarian, disaster relief, and other operations 

 

 

 

 

 

Colorado s installations, DOD personnel (uniformed 

military, civilian and contractor) and the substantial 

commercial industrial enterprise supporting them all 

contribute significantly to these ten mission areas, 

generating military value to DOD while simultaneously 

creating a positive economic impact on local, regional 

and State economies. 



Department of Military and Veterans Affairs 

 

 Colorado and DOD Partners in Security and Prosperity  |  6 

Military Value and Economic Impact Criteria 

The Study model used to measure military value and economic impact recognized 11 

criteria: 

ƴ Military capabilities  

ƴ Availability and condition of land 

ƴ Availability and condition of airspace 

ƴ Condition of facilities/infrastructure  

ƴ Ability to accommodate contingency mobilization 

ƴ Surge capability/capacity 

ƴ Future total force requirements 

ƴ Cost of operations 

ƴ Manpower implicati ons/personnel availability 

ƴ Community Interaction  

ƴ Economic Contribution 

The Study Team followed a five-step process to complete the data-driven analysis 
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Overview of Strengths and Vulnerabilities of Colorado Military Installations 

The key conclusions from this strengths and vulnerabilities analysis are: 

ƴ Colorado installations, assigned personnel and missions provide 

technologically advanced aerospace and other defense-related capabilities 

that DOD needs to successfully advance and protect US interests around 

the world 

ƴ The land and airspace requirements for Colorado military unit training are 

consistently satisfied and not impacted by encroachment pressures 

ƴ The Colorado military, civilian and contractor work force is agile enough 

to meet both current and future total force requirements 

ƴ The cost of operating installations, combined with the regional and State 

costs of living, are attractive characteristics for DOD and for the workforce 

 

The quad chart indicates 

that, when all Colorado 

military installations are 

evaluated with the 11 

military value criteria, they 

collectively exhibit great 

strengths and minimal 

vulnerabilities. The most 

significant strengths are the 

five that fall within the green 

circle in the upper right 

quadrant. Where there are 

some vulnerabilities, they 

generally fall within the 

cluster of three military value 

criteria within the red circle. 

 

 












































